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TENTH OLBIIL ERA KELULAU

Eighth Regular Session, October 2018 RPPL No. 10-44
(Passed as: Senate Bill No. 10-139, SD1, HDS, CD1, PD1)

AN ACT
To provide minimum qualifications for the licensure of non-citizen physicians
practicing in the Republic to amend Section 20 of RPPL No. 10-42, Supplemental SSA
Benefit Payments, and other related purposes.

THE PEOPLE OF PALAU REPRESENTED IN THE OLBIIL ERA KELULAU DO
ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Legislative Findings. The Olbiil Era Kelulau finds Palauan citizens
and residents of the Republic are a precious resource and their lives, health, and
wellbeing should be safeguarded by our policies and laws. The Olbiil Era Kelulau finds
providing minimum qualifications for non-citizen physicians practicing in the Republic
will ensure the availability of quality healthcare for all people. Moreover, requiring
that non-citizen physicians licensed to practice in the Republic in both the public and
private sector be board eligible, board certified, or the equivalent, in the field in which
they practice will help ensure the physicians are competent and that healthcare is
safely provided to the members of our community. The current regulations on
physician licensure require non-Palauan physicians to be board eligible, board
certified, or the equivalent, for the private sector and do not require this standard for
those physicians working in the public sector. Therefore, the Olbiil Era Kelulau finds
setting minimum licensure qualifications for non-citizen physicians in both sectors will
promote consistency and quality in healthcare in the Republic.

Section 2. Amendment. 34 PNC § 213 is amended to add a subsection as
follows:

“§ 213. License required; qualifications of applicants; additional qualifications
for non-citizen physician applicants.

(a) No person may practice a health profession in Palau unless that person holds
a valid license issued by the Board; provided, that any person who holds a license to
practice a health profession in Palau that is valid on the effective date of this chapter

shall be deemed to be licensed under the provisions of this chapter and shall be eligible
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RPPL No. __ 10-44
(Passed as: Senate Bill No. 10-139, SD1, HDS5, CD1, PD1)

for renewal of such license under the conditions and standards prescribed in this
chapter.

(b) For licensing by registration, an applicant shall:

(1) Be a graduate of a health professions program or the equivalent as
approved by the Board;

(2) Be a graduate of an educational program which prepares students for
the level of licensing being sought and which is approved by the Board;

(3) Be proficient in the Palauan language, or the English language if a
graduate of a foreign health professional education program; and

(4) Have committed no acts or omissions which are grounds for
disciplinary action as set forth in this chapter, unless the Board has found after
investigation that sufficient restitution has been made.

(¢) For licensing either by registration or endorsement, a non-citizen physician
applicant must be, at a minimum, board eligible or board certified in the jurisdiction
where their residency was completed, or the equivalent as approved by the Board, in
the field of medicine in which the applicant seeks to practice, and any other criteria
and standards as determined by the Board.

§ 214. Qualifications of health professionals.

The Board shall establish criteria and standards for licensing of health
professionals and shall publish those standards in its regulations.”

Section 3. Grandfather clause.

Section 2 of this Act shall apply prospectively and physicians licensed to
practice medicine in the Republic of Palau as of the effective date of this Act may be
permitted to continue practicing medicine for the term of such license, with no renewal
thereof except in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 2 of Title 34 of the Palau
National Code.

Section 4. Amendment. Section 20 of RPPL No. 10-42 is hereby amended to
read as follows:

“Section 20. Supplemental SSA Benefit Payments. The sum of $2,100,000 is

hereby authorized to be appropriated and is hereby appropriated for expenditure or
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obligation for Fiscal Year 2020 to the Social Security Administration for the purpose of
maintaining the fifty dollar ($50) supplemental social security benefit provided under
Section 2 of RPPL No. 10-21, and for the purpose of providing an additional fifty
dollar ($50) supplemental social security benefit to old age insurance and disability
beneficiaries who are citizens of the Republic of Palau, Federated States of Micronesia,
or United States of America. This additional supplemental social security benefit shall
take effect April 1, 2020. The continuation of these supplemental social security benefit
payments is subject to appropriation of funds from the National Government. The
entire amount authorized to be appropriated and that is hereby appropriated in this
section shall come from local revenues. Any unexpended or unobligated balance of the
appropriation of this section shall not lapse at the end of the fiscal year.”

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the

President, or upon becoming law without such approval.

Approved this _19th day of __ December , 2019.

' public of Palau
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